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Who would Jesus Vote for in Elections 2008 Malaysia?  
 

8th ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ нллу ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΦ  LǘΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ  LǘΩǎ 5ŀǘǳƪ {ŀƳƛ ±ŜƭƭǳΩǎ 

ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ  о ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 5ŀȅ ŦƻǊ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴǎΦ  L ǿŀǎ 

seriously humoured when I saw the Mak Bedah from the Women's Candidacy Initiative (WCI) looking 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

my friend who services our photocopy machine has awakened me to the heart issues boiling in his 

community made public by HINDRAF.  Like it or not, with all the promises made by the politicians, I 

constantly wonder what kind of environment will my little Elysia and her brothers grow into in the 

next 4 years or 40 years.  

 So, for those who are voting, who should we vote for?  And what should be on our minds when we 

Ŏŀǎǘ ƻǳǊ ǾƻǘŜΚ  {ƻƳŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅΣ άƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǾƻǘŜ ƛǎƴϥǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƻǿ 

ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜΦέ DƻƻŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ Φ  L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  Surely putting our faith in 

ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ǘƻ ǎƻǊǘ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛǎ ƳƛǎƎǳƛŘŜŘΦ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ 

Apostle Paul wrote about submitting to the government in Romans 13.  So, perhaps we should just 

pray.  Perhaps. 

But then, in MŀǊȅΩǎ ǎƻƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ [ǳƪŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ 

moves with the heartbeat of the child in her womb: 

άIƛǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŀǊ ƘƛƳΣ  

       from generation to generation.  

     He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;  

       he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.  

     He has brought down rulers from their thrones  

       but has lifted up the humble.  

    He has filled the hungry with good things  

       but has sent the rich away ŜƳǇǘȅΦέ 

The birth of Jesus sowed seeds of change which surely involves changed individual lives, but also the 

way people relate to one another in the world.  The way apostle Paul handled the case of Onesimus 

in the letter to Philemon is socially and politically subversive.  So, there is more than meets the eye 

when we try to find guidance on politics in the Bible. 

Politics is one of the ways we relate to each other ς ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ 

ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿǊŀǇ ǳǇΦ !ǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƘƻǿ L ǾƻǘŜέ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ 

message to those who are aspiring to fulfil their promises of good governance the kind of values 

they should be operating with. It also reminds me to keep my end of the bargain in living up to the 

expectations I have on them.  A more informed, prayerful, discerning vote reflects the changes in 

me, and how I want to live ς mercy, justice, and humility are good starting points to echo Prophet 

Micah 6:8. These are also the words resonating in my heart when I cast my vote, and the lens which I 

view the candidates (as well as the political parties they represent). 
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{ƻΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǉǳƭƭ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ŜƎƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΦ   /ƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ 

Malaysia involves more than politics, but change in Malaysia cannot ignore the political processes 

and the environment where these changes need to happen.  

{ƻΣ LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǾƻǘŜΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

it count ς for equality and the dignity of all, for the marginalized and the poor, and for the future of 

ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ Ƴȅ ǾƻǘŜΣ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘ-

ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǎǘŀƴŘ L Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ 

 

Rev. Sivin Kit 

http://sivinkit.net/  

 

http://sivinkit.net/
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As our nation prepares for the coming elections, we call on all Christians to be conscious of your 

responsibility as good citizens and to exercise your right to vote. Do familiarize yourselves with 

biblical principles on issues central to you and our nation, information on candidates and 

programmes of the various political parties. Pray for discernment and foresight.  

In order to cast votes responsibly, we invite you to prayerfully CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING: 

A. What the bible says about our primary concerns  

Based on the opinion poll commissioned by The Star newspaper, the cost of living, social issues, 

crime rates and illegal immigrants are central to the concerns of the survey participants. As 

Christians, we are also concerned about issues which God is concerned about. 

In the Bible we learn that God is righteous and just, merciful and loving. Whilst he has given us 

freedom of choice, he wills a good life for all human beings in a society that is spiritually and morally 

grounded.  

God desires peace and goodwill among all people. In and through his love, we are called to cultivate 

neighborliness, and promote harmony built on mutual respect. 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ responsible 

ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

B. Political Parties: Their Policies And Delivery of Promises  

Assess the political parties on the basis of their policies and promises, their stand on various issues 

ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǊ ǇƭŀȅΣ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

the environment and welfare of those who are sick, disabled and poor. Is there integrity, honesty 

and efficiency? Have the parties delivered on their promises? Do their political views and policies 

ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΚ 

C. Candidates  

Examine carefully the ability of candidates, their standard of accountability, integrity, values and 

leadership skills. Pay attention to their past performance and for their stand on issues related to 

constitutional rights, civil liberties and the freedom of religion. Have they been consistently 

accessible and available? 

MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO PRAY for candidates in your constituency, the issues herein highlighted and 

the outcome of the General Elections. Set aside time to pray daily. Organize and participate in local 

church prayer programmes. We owe to God, ourselves, our future generations and our country to 

exercise responsibly our privilege to pray and our democratic right to vote. We aspire with all 

Malaysians to live in a nation, where all citizens may enjoy freedom, love, justice, peace, stability 

and economic prosperity.  
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The Christian Federation of Malaysia joins all other Malaysians in expressing the wish that the 

coming ELECTIONS WILL BE FAIR and there will be no attempt by politicians to publicly misrepresent 

or miscast any particular issue, or subject any community to unfair and adverse publicity for the 

purpose of political gain. 

a!¸ Dh5Ω{ {tLwL¢ D¦L59 9!/I !b5 9±9w¸ hb9 hC ¸h¦ to make wise decisions in casting your 

votes. May the results of the elections be fair and representative of the will of the people of 

aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΣ ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩs purpose will always prevail above the affairs of human beings.  

Grace and peace to all. Thank you. 

Bishop Paul Tan Chee Ing, SJ 

President 

Bishop Datuk John Lee 

Vice President 

Rev. Dr. Thomas Philips 

Vice President 

Rev. Eu Hong Seng 

Vice President 

 

ELECTION 2008 - EXAMINE, PRAY AND VOTE 
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How do elections work in Malaysia?  
(via http://malaysiavotes.com/wp/) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

hƴ aŀǊŎƘ уΣ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƭǎΣ мр ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ-year 

mandate ends. 

Even though the last general election was held in 2004 and the law stipulates that elections for 

Parliamentary and state assembly seats be held once in five years, elections can also be held earlier. 

Indeed, this has been the case in many past polls. 

How are elections conducted in Malaysia? Who can or cannot vote? Who can or cannot contest? 

MalaysiaVotes explains in this first of many parts. 

The system 

Since 1957, Malaysia has retained a multi-party political system ς the political party which secures 

the majority of seats in Parliament or the State Legislative Assembly can form the federal or state 

government. 

It is based on the first-past-the-post system. This means the candidate who secures a simple 

majority ς even by one vote ς is declared the winner. 

Constituencies 

A candidate is elected to represent the residents of a constituency in Parliament (federal election) or 

the State Legislative Assembly (state election).  

As of 2008, there are 222 parliamentary and 576 state legislative seats. According to the Federal 

Constitution, the Election Commission is responsible for reviewing the boundaries of all 

constituencies, at intervals of not less than eight years. 

Who can vote? 

Voters/electors have to register with the Election Commission before they can vote. Qualification 

criteria: 
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i) Malaysian citizen; 

ii) at least 21 years old; 

iii) resident in any election constituency; and 

iv) is not disqualified. 

Who cannot vote? 

A voter will be disqualified if he/she: 

i) on the qualifying date is detained as a person of unsound mind or is serving a jail term; or 

ii) before the qualifying date, has been convicted and sentenced to death or a jail term of more than 

12 months and is still liable on the qualifying date; or 

iii) is found guilty under the Election Offences Act, 1954; or 

iv) has foreign citizenship. 

How to check my voter registration status? 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ www.spr.gov.my to check your status on the 

electoral roll. Or call the Election Commission headquarters at T:+603-8885 6500. 

Electoral roll 

The electoral roll is revised thrƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 

ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΣ ŀǘ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ  

The revised electoral rolls are prepared every three months and displayed for seven days for claims 

and objections.  

After considering the claims and objections through public enquiry, the electoral rolls for that year 

will be confirmed by the commission within a month. During revision of the main roll, the names of 

deceased electors and those that have been disqualified under the law are supposed to be expunged 

from the roll. 

How do elections work in Malaysia? (Part 2) 

Election period 

The general election or by-election begins when the Election Commission issues an election writ to 

the Returning Officer. A notice will be gazetted stipulating the dates for nomination and polling. 

The general election is held within 60 days from the date that Parliament and the State Legislative 

Assembly are dissolved. By-elections also have to be held within 60 days from the date of a vacancy, 

caused by death, resignation or disqualification. In these cases, the commission will establish the 

date of vacancy. 

Who can be a candidate? 

A Malaysians citizen and resident, who is at least 21-years-old on nomination day, can either 

represent a party or stand as an independent candidate. He or she must be a resident of the state if 

contesting a state seat. 

http://daftarj.spr.gov.my/daftarbi.asp
http://daftarj.spr.gov.my/daftarbi.asp
http://daftarj.spr.gov.my/daftarbi.asp
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The Election Commission decides on the nomination day, which is when candidates submit their 

papers to contest in the election to the Returning Officers. The nomination papers can be submitted 

by the candidate, the proposer and seconder or by any one of them. 

The papers must be submitted between 9am and 10am on nomination day. Between 10am and 

11am, the nomination papers will be displayed for scrutiny and objection. If only one candidate is 

nominated, the Returning Officer will declare him/her as elected without contest. 

! ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƘŜκǎƘŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴǎ 

written permƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ 

the Election Commission provides and these will be printed on the ballot papers. 

Campaign 

Officially, a campaign can only begin after the nomination process is completed and should end at 

midnight before polling day. During this election, campaigning can only begin after nomination on 

Feb 24 and must conclude at midnight on March 7. 

The commission can appoint an Enforcement Officer and establish one or more Enforcement Units in 

each parliamentary constituency if deemed necessary. The unit oversees campaign materials, 

election speeches and public rallies, to ensure that election laws and regulations are not breached. 

The unit will comprise the Enforcement Officer from the commission and a representative each from 

the district police office, local government authority and party/candidate contesting. The 

Enforcement Officer reports to the Returning Officer. 

The commission also sets up various committees at federal/state/constituency levels to brief 

ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

Normally, election campaigns are conducted through the distribution of pamphlets, letters, posters, 

buntings; closed-door talks and public rallies or ceramah; and house-to-house canvassing. These 

days, campaigning also takes place on the internet, through emails, websites, blogs and social 

networking sites. 

How do elections work in Malaysia? (Part 3) 

Polling day 

Officially, this day starts after March 7 midnight this year and ends with the announcement of the 

results.  

However, polling time is fixed from 8am to 5.30pm for Peninsular Malaysia and 7.30am to 5pm for 

Sabah and Sarawak. For remote areas, mobile teams are utilised to facilitate polling and the polling 

times may differ in different districts. 

The Election Commission normally issues a general public notice about important election matters. 

They include the polling date, location of polling stations, time of polling at all polling stations, and 

location of counting and tally centres. 
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Voting is carried out in gazetted polling stations. Each station will have a Presiding Officer who will 

supervise the entire voting process. The officer will be assisted by voting and counting clerks.  

The commission sets up an election booth at all polling centres for voters to check their electoral roll 

serial number and polling stream. A candidate is not allowed to open or maintain an election booth 

at any polling centre within his/her constituency. However, the party can set up an operation room 

not closer than 50m from the polling centre. 

Only voters whose names appear in the electoral roll of a particular polling station are allowed to 

enter to cast their votes. They have to present their National Registration Department-issued 

identity card for identification. No one can vote in more than one constituency.  

Others allowed to enter the polling station are: 

a) Election Commission members and officers; 

b) the Presiding Officer and election staff; 

c) candidates and their election/polling/counting agents; and 

Řύ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ 

For the first time in this 2008 general election, voters will have their index finger nail marked with 

indelible ink before being issued a ballot paper. This measure is to prevent the same person from 

voting again. 

Casting the ballot 

! ǾƻǘŜǊ Ŏŀǎǘǎ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ǾƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ōȅ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ά·έ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

the name of the chosen candidate. After marking the ballot paper, the voter folds it and puts it into 

the ballot box. In this 2008 general election, transparent ballot boxes will be used to replace the 

traditional black metal boxes. 

If there are two simultaneous elections (Parliament and State Legislative Assembly), each of the two 

ōŀƭƭƻǘ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘΣ ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ άt!w[La9bέ ŀƴŘ 

άb9D9wLέΦ 

Postal votes are mailed, as early as possible, to electors who are entitled to vote by this method. 

They are normally personnel from the armed forces, Police Field Force, election officials on duty, 

government officers serving overseas, students studying overseas, and spouses. Postal votes must 

reach the Returning Officer by 5pm on polling day. The Election Commission says proper procedures 

have been formulated to ensure the secrecy of the vote. 

 How do elections work in Malaysia? (Part 4) 

Counting the votes 

Vote counting is carried out by the Presiding Officer at the polling station or at a specified central 

counting place. Postal votes for each constituency are counted by the Returning Officer at the 

specified place. 
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During the counting, only authorised persons are allowed to be present. They are: 

i) Election Commission members and officers; 

ii) officers appointed by the Election Commission; 

iii) counting clerks; and 

iv) candidates and their election/counting agents. 

Candidates can each appoint a polling agent to safeguard their interest at the polling station. The 

ŀƎŜƴǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘh the relevant laws and 

regulations and the counting is correct, fair and transparent. 

After the counting is completed, a statement of the results is forwarded to the Returning Officer at 

the tally centre. The Returning Officer will add all the votes, including the postal votes, to determine 

the winner. The Returning Officer for a constituency will declare the candidate who secures a simple 

majority as the elected representative of that constituency. 

Election petition 

The results of the election can be challenged in court. A petition can be lodged on the following 

grounds: 

i) bribery, intimidation or any misconduct that affects the result of the elections; 

ii) violation of election laws and regulations; 

iii) corrupt or illegal practice committed by the candidates or their agents; 

iv) the candidates or their agents are found to be disqualified from contesting. 

The election petition can be presented to the High Court within 21 days after publication of the 

results in the Gazette. If the judge, after conducting a trial, decides the elections to be void, the 

Election Commission will give notice of a fresh election for the constituency concerned. 

Storage and disposal of election documents 

These documents are placed in a special box or boxes and securely sealed in the presence of the 

ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΩ ŀƎŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅΦ  

The State Election Officer will store the marked electoral rolls and the counterfoils of the ballot 

papers. According to the Election Commission, this is to ensure the secrecy of the vote. The boxes 

are only to be opened in cases of petition, under the order of a High Court judge. 

After the period of six months, the Returning Officer, on obtaining permission from the Election 

Commission, will destroy the ballot papers and documents. The Returning Officer will submit a 

certificate of disposal to the State Election Officer. 
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Rules of the game 

1. Federal Constitution 

2. States Constitution 

3. Election Act, 1958 (Act 19) 

4. Election Offences Act, 1954 (Act 5) 

5. Elections (Conduct of Elections) Regulations, 1981 

6. Elections (Registration of Electors) Regulations, 2002 

7. Elections (Postal Voting) Regulations 2003 

Other laws that are not directly involved in the electoral process but have a role or an effect on the 

electoral process are:  

1. Police Act 1962 

2. Sedition Act 1970 

3. Official Secrets Act 1972 

4. Internal Security Act 1960. 

  

(Sources: Election Commission, elections laws) 

 

http://www.spr.gov.my/index/process.htm
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How do you vote? A Picture Guide for  First -timers.  
Sunday, February 17, 2008 

(via http://chinhuatw.wordpress.com/2008/02/17/how-do-you-vote-picture-guide-for-first-timers/) 

For those who have never cast their votes before, it might be good for you to know how the process 

goes. The photo guide below is compiled with photos from the last elections in 2004. 

 

Step 1: When you get into the polling station, which is normally a school, you will normally be led to 

the EC booth to check your polling stream. This does not happen if you live in a very small polling 

district (says with only a few hundred electorate) which has only one stream. 

 

Step 2: You will then proceed to your polling stream, which is normally a class room. Likely you will 

be in a queue. 

 

Step 3: When you walk into the polling stream, a clerk will ask for your NRIC, check your name on 

electoral roll, read out your name and NRIc number, and cross out your name on his/her electoral 

roll. 

http://chinhuatw.files.wordpress.com/2008/01/dsc08316.jpg
http://chinhuatw.wordpress.com/2008/02/17/how-do-you-vote-picture-guide-for-first-timers/voting-step-2/
http://chinhuatw.wordpress.com/2008/02/17/how-do-you-vote-picture-guide-for-first-timers/voting-step-3/
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Step 4: When your name is read out, the presiding officer (namely the one in-charge of the polling 

ǎǘǊŜŀƳύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ ǊƻƭƭǎΦ 

 

Step 5: The ballot will be perforated or stamped before given to you. 

(In the past, the clerk would take mark your number on the counterfoil of the ballot. This made 

many worried if their choices might be known and they might be subject to retribution. Such fear is 

not founded as all ballots will be sealed after counting and destroyed six months after the polls. In 

any case, the by-law had been amended that the practice of jotting down your number on the 

counterfoil is now unlawful since 2006 Sarawak State Elections. Protest if you find the clerk still jot 

down your numbŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊ-react - they may simply just do not know that the law has 

changed.) 

Pay attention to ensure that no extra ballot is torn out by the clerk who may just make mistakes if 

names are called out faster than s/he can candle, when the long queue builds up the pressure on the 

polling workers. 

http://chinhuatw.wordpress.com/2008/02/17/how-do-you-vote-picture-guide-for-first-timers/voting-step-4/
http://chinhuatw.wordpress.com/2008/02/17/how-do-you-vote-picture-guide-for-first-timers/voting-step-5a/
http://chinhuatw.wordpress.com/2008/02/17/how-do-you-vote-picture-guide-for-first-timers/voting-step-5b/


 

14 
 

  

Step 6: You will bring the ballots (the yellow one is for the parliamentary contest, and the white one 

for the state contest) to the polling booth. Make sure no one is watching you. You may protest if the 

secrecy of voting is compromised. 

 

Step 7: You will then cast your marked ballots into the respective ballot boxes. Another clerk may be 

ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ Ŏŀǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

your choice.  

!ƴŘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΗ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƻǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǿ Ǝƻ 

home but please keep a watchful eye on your elected representative. 

  

http://chinhuatw.wordpress.com/2008/02/17/how-do-you-vote-picture-guide-for-first-timers/voting-step-6/
http://chinhuatw.wordpress.com/2008/02/17/how-do-you-vote-picture-guide-for-first-timers/voting-step-6b/

